Joseph Gelfer

How time flies when you’re having editorial fun! Already JMMS is embarking on its
second year of publication. Including this issue, JMMS has now published 17 papers
and 19 reviews from contributors from a number of different disciplines and
countries. The website continues to receive a steady amount of visitors and is finding
its way into a growing number of university library databases. With each issue, our
reputation grows.

| want to remind potential contributors that JMMS will also consider reprints
of articles not available elsewhere on the Internet. For example, you may have
published an article in an edited collection which fits the JMMS brief: having this
article online with us can significantly expand its readership and citation. All we
require is that you have retained copyright to reprint the article, or that you have
permission to do so from the original publisher (which they will often grant).
Similarly, JMMS will also consider preprints: you may have a suitable paper waiting
to come out in an edited collection which, for some reason, has been significantly
delayed. All JMMS contributors retain full copyright and control of their material, so
you would be free to publish it again later in the collection, assuming its editor is
happy with the arrangement. Whichever way, everyone’s a winner having papers
from edited collections in JMMS: authors get a wider audience, and readers get
access to material they might otherwise never find.

This issue offers an extended article by Lynn Huber entitled, “Sexually
Explicit? Re-reading Revelation’s 144,000 Virgins as a Response to Roman
Discourses.” In this article Lynn considers the multitude of 144,000 male virgins in
the Book of Revelation in relation to the constructions of masculinity in the first-
century Roman Empire, suggesting it offers a rejection of the pro-family rhetoric of
the Empire and popular depictions of the hyper-masculine male. Readers may like to
pursue Lynn’s work further in her new book, Like a Bride Adorned: Reading
Metaphor in John's Apocalypse (T & T Clark, 2007). Our second article is Chris
Barker’s “Men, Buddhism and the Discontents of Western Modernity.” In this article
Chris argues that Buddhist mindfulness can have positive psychotherapeutic value
for men who experience a loss of personal meaning under the pressures of late
modernity. Readers may like to pursue Chris’ work further in his new book, The
Hearts of Men: Tales of Happiness and Despair (University of New South Wales
Press, 2007).

In our review section Ken Stone offers a detailed reading of Dale Martin’s Sex
and the Single Savior: Gender and Sexuality in Biblical Interpretation. Silvia
Mergenthal reads Stefan Horlacher’'s “magisterial study,” Masculinities.
Konzeptionen von Mdnnlichkeit im Werk von Thomas Hardy und D. H. Lawrence
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[Masculinities: Conceptions of Masculinity in the Works of Thomas Hardy and D. H.
Lawrence]. Intrigued readers need look no further than the pages of JMMS for more
of Horlacher’s work, as his article From a Metaphysics of Presence to the Blessings of
Absence: The Medial Construction of Masculine Identity in Thomas Hardy's Novel
Jude the Obscure was published here in Vol. 1, No. 2. Mark Justad provides a double
review of Stephen Arterburn and Fred Stoeker’s, Every Man’s Battle: Every Man’s
Guide to Winning the War on Sexual Temptation One Victory at a Time and Every
Young Man’s Battle: Strategies for Victory in the Real World of Sexual Temptation.
Arterburn and Stoeker are not academic writers, but they have a significant
influence on the popular discourse surrounding men and Christianity and Mark’s
review highlights why this influence is far from ideal. The section closes with Phillip
Cantrell’s review of Hungochani: The History of a Dissident Sexuality in Southern
Africa by Marc Epprecht, and Bradford McCall’s review of Do Real Men Pray? Images
of the Christian Man and Male Spirituality in White Protestant America by Charles
Lippy.

Joseph Gelfer, Department of Religious Studies
Victoria University of Wellington/NEW ZEALAND
e: joseph@gelfer.net

Journal of Men, Masculinities and Spirituality .:: www.jmmsweb.org ::. 2
Vol. 2, No. 1, January 2008 1-2.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


